Eden Prairie Residents to MAC: Safety, Security First

              April 21st at 7PM, the Metropolitan Airports Commission’s Tim Anderson is scheduled to respond to questions from our city council members and Mayor related to the impending 5,000ft runway extension.

The buzz coming from some council members reflects a key concern in the cosmetic appearance of the airport. Don’t let this kind of irresponsible denial of the real impacts to our community camouflage MAC’s inconsistent message and the very real problems that exist at Flying Cloud Airport (FCM) that have not been addressed.
For instance MAC has repeatedly used the term safety to explain the need for the 5,000ft runway extension publicly, but privately the word they apply is convenience. The latter is more accurate because there are three alternative airports within minutes of FCM that provide longer runways. 
In 2002, when MAC and the city signed off on Ordinance 97, FCM, according to a 2002 FAA Runway Incursion Assessment report, had more incursions than any other airport in the nation. 2001 wasn’t a good year for FCM either. 
Zero Expansion presented the FAA with an FOIA request for the incursion record from 2002 to the present. There were twenty-two reported incursions, some of which involved ground surface transport in 2002.  Some of the incursions were due to improper signage which required nothing more than a coat of paint and new directional signage and lighting. 

The 2002 FAA Report also cited FCM for unsafe access. That means unauthorized vehicles gained access to the airport. Before 2002 there was mounting local pressure for MAC to enhance the security at FCM. MAC responded with a program for all the relievers based on Flying Cloud Airport. But, some of the problems cited in the 2002 FAA report were not addressed until after the report came out and have yet to be addressed in 2009. There are still open access points today as cited in the 2002 FAA report. Images are at http://wwwzeroexpansion.blogspot.com/ Access areas where vehicles could drive in were open at 9:00PM Easter evening at Modern Avionics and Executive Aviation.
The 2002 FAA Report also deemed that another key contributor to incursions at FCM is the Control Tower. The Report states that the tower height and distance from the two parallel runways approximately 850 feet apart makes it difficult for air traffic controllers to know if an aircraft is lined up on the appropriate runway. The FAA says the height and distance of the tower makes it nearly impossible for the controller to correct this problem, until it’s too late.

According to the FAA 2002 report, there was no surface surveillance radar installed resulting in limited final approach coverage. As of 2009 there is still no surface surveillance radar at FCM. 


In 2007 the Transportation Research Board recommended a research endeavor for unmeasured HAPS at General Aviation Airports. They determined that “Airports are an easily identified source of emissions within an urban or suburban setting. The emissions at airports come from jet engines, ground support vehicles, the airport facilities themselves and from ground access vehicles arriving at or departing from the airport grounds. The emissions at airports are spatially inhomogeneous, vary diurnally, and very likely have seasonal dependence. As a result, annual tabulation of net emissions, summing multiple sources is not adequate to understand what emissions sources influence exposure.”
“HAPS (Hazardous Air Pollutants) comprise the majority that occurs in aircraft and or GSE exhaust: Lead, formaldehyde, 1.3-butadiene, acetaldehyde, xylene, benzene, toluene, naphthalene, acrolein and propionaldehyde. Unlike information on criteria pollutants, information on emission levels, transformation and transport of aircraft and other HAPS and their health impacts is not currently well developed.”

You can find  information related to Toxic Emissions/  HAPS 

(2) Toxic Emissions from Aircraft
http://www.zeroexpansion.com/ImportantUpdates.html
In the late nineties groundwater sampling results at the FC Sanitary Landfill, as sampled by the Minnesota Department of Health, identified five airport related HAPS. It was believed that these leached underneath the 212 and into the wells at the FC site. No further testing was ever done to determine the source of the HAPS which were Benzene, Toluene, Ethyl benzene, m-Xylene, o-Xylene, p-Xylene. 
To date not all wells and water containment areas on MAC property have been checked. Zero Expansion recommends the city take the following actions to ensure MAC is making the airport safe for its users and for the community.
· The issue of open access to non-authorized personnel should be addressed by MAC before any cosmetic improvements or further project work. 
· Surface surveillance radar should be installed by MAC before the 5,000ft runway extension. 
· Recommend FCAAC annually review safety records from FAA Runway Safety Office. 
· MAC to retest all remaining wells and groundwater to determine if there is the existence and or the potential threat of HAPS to water supplies. Follow up with seasonal testing of HAPS and other airport toxics.
